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AG: NO RUSSIA CONSPIRACY 


Barr says report 
neither accuses nor 
clears Trump of 
obstructing justice 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller did not 
find that Donald Trump’s cam- 
paign or any of his associates 
conspired with Russia in its ef- 
forts to interfere in the 2016 
election, according to a summary 
of findings sent to lawmakers 
Sunday. 


“The Special Counsel’s investi- 
gation did not find that the Trump 
campaign or anyone associated 
with it conspired or coordinated 
with Russia in its efforts to 
influence the 2016 US. presi- 
dential election” the four-page 
summary by Attorney General 
William P. Barr said. 

On whether the president 
might have sought to obstruct the 
high-profile investigation, 
Mueller’s team did not offer a 
definitive answer. 

“The Special Counsel ... did not 
draw a conclusion — one way or 
the other — as to whether the 
examined conduct constituted 
obstruction,” Barr’s letter said. 

“The Special Counsel states 
that ‘while this report does not 


conclude that the President com- 
mitted a crime, it also does not 
exonerate him? ” the letter said. 

Trump responded on Twitter, 
writing “No Collusion, No Ob- 
struction, Complete and Total 
EXONERATION. KEEP AMERI- 
CA GREAT!” 

“Tt’s a shame that our country 
had to go through this. To be 
honest, it’s a shame that your 
president has had to go through 
this for — before I even got 
elected, it began. And it began 
illegally. And hopefully, somebody 
is going to look at the other side. 
This was an illegal takedown that 
failed” Trump, just before board- 
ing Air Force One in Palm Beach, 


CLIFF OWEN/AP 
Robert Mueller departs St. John’s Episcopal Church, across from the 
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White House, after attending services on Sunday in Washington. 
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Chicago police officers walk outside the Cook County medical examiner’s office Sunday before Officer John P. Rivera’s body is transported. 


Sources: Suspect in killing 
was once a CPD applicant 


Off-duty officer slain, 
friend wounded as they 
sat with others in car 


By JEREMY GORNER, 
WILLIAM LEE 

AND ELYSSA CHERNEY 
Chicago Tribune 


The gunman who authorities 
believe shot and killed an off- 
duty Chicago police officer and 
wounded his friend once applied 
to be a Chicago cop before he 
was arrested at the police acade- 
my a few years ago in connection 


with a home invasion, sources 
said. 
Chicago police officials said as 
many as three people had been 
held for questioning since the 
shooting at 3:30 a.m. Saturday. 
Officials on Sunday afternoon 
confirmed that one of those 
people is believed to be the 
shooter responsible for the ho- 
micide of off-duty Officer John P. 
Rivera and the shooting of his 
friend, who was in critical condi- 
tion at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital but who officials have 
said is expected to survive. 
“Investigators have been 


working around the clock to 
follow evidence and review doz- 
ens of independent camera 
feeds,” police spokesman An- 
thony Guglielmi said Sunday 
morning. “We continue to iden- 
tify persons of interest based on 
the investigation and we are 
speaking to those individuals.” 
Guglielmi would not comment 
on any information about the 
suspected gunman, including 
whether he was in custody. 

The suspect, 24, was arrested 
July 3, 2017, after breaking into 
his ex-girlfriend’s apartment in 
the Woodlawn neighborhood on 


the South Side and pointing a 
gun at her head, police and court 
records show. In that case, the 
victim, who was in her early 20s, 
told police the suspect came into 
her home through a side window 
and threatened to kill her before 
leaving. 

Before fleeing, the suspect 
told the victim he was going to 
the Chicago police academy in 
the West Loop. She alerted offi- 
cers that he was going to be there 
to take a polygraph test as part of 
the application process to be- 
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Departing mayor acts 
on ‘no friend’ mantra 


But donations from 
Emanuel didn’t pay off 
for all the recipients 


By JOHN BYRNE 
Chicago Tribune 


On his way out the door, Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel has tried to take 
care of the aldermen who were 
loyal to him, cutting hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of checks to 
various campaigns in an effort to 
help incumbents get re-elected as 
part of his “no friend gets left on 
the field” political mantra. 

Emanuel sees it as a way to 
reward those who joined him in 
taking difficult votes, such as for 
large tax hikes, that could draw 
voters’ ire. But in an election year 
when proximity to the outgoing 
mayor comes with political peril, 
it’s not clear whether the benefits 


of his largesse countered the 
drawbacks of being associated 
with him. 

Of the 11 sitting aldermen 
forced into April 2 runoffs, eight 
received at least $20,000 from 
the mayor. So did two of the three 
incumbents who lost outright in 
the first round — North Side Ald. 
Joe Moore and Northwest Side 
Ald. Proco “Joe” Moreno. 

The day after Chicago’s Febru- 
ary city election, Emanuel was 
adamant that the contests hadn’t 
been a referendum on him. 

To prove his point, the mayor 
rattled off a list of aldermen 
around the city whom he had 
appeared with in the days before 
voters went to the polls. If he 
were politically radioactive, 
Emanuel reasoned, the aldermen 
wouldn’t have wanted to be seen 
with him. 

“And I don’t mean to do this, 
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Ald. Walter Burnett, 27th, chats with Mayor Rahm Emanuel recently. 
Burnett was among pols whose campaigns got a check from Emanuel. 


but if it was about me, you 
wouldn’t see, I’m here with Pat 
Dowell today. But on Sunday I 
was with Walter Burnett, Carrie 
Austin, Michelle Harris, Howard 
Brookins, Greg Mitchell, Susan 
Garza. All within 48 to 72 hours 
before the election,” he said. “And 
ifan alderman thought any other- 
wise, they wouldn’t have done 
that, but they did. And not only 


did it, asked to do it.” 

Not all of the aldermen Eman- 
uel mentioned were on what 
Moore termed the mayor’s 
“Christmas in October” list — 
politicians who received one of 
Emanuel’s $20,000 checks. And 
it’s tough to generalize about City 
Council results. Ward races can 
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Chasing 
April votes 
among 
bungalows 


Mayoral finalists find 
mostly white areas 
can be tricky terrain 


By BILL RUTHHART, 
GREGORY PRATT 
AND JUAN PEREZ JR. 
Chicago Tribune 


Earlier this month, Lori Light- 
foot stood outside a historic 
Chicago fire station with the 
city’s two most conservative 
aldermen, Nick Sposato and 
Anthony Napolitano, as she ac- 
cepted the backing of the city’s 
firefighters union. 

The endorsement for the 
April 2 runoff helped the prog- 
ressive African-American candi- 
date expand her political base 
after winning a 14-candidate 
race in February with just 17 
percent of the vote. Now, in a 
one-on-one runoff with Cook 
County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle, Lightfoot had new 
allies who could provide imme- 
diate inroads to the vote-rich, 
predominantly white wards on 
the edge of the city that are home 
to thousands of city employees, 
many of whom didn’t vote for 
her the first time around. 

Chicago’s population is 
roughly one-third white, one- 
third black and one-third His- 
panic, but the city’s 17 majority- 
white wards accounted for 44 
percent of the vote in the Feb. 26 
election. Toss in two other ma- 
jority-Hispanic wards that also 
are home to predominantly 
white neighborhoods with a 
high number of public employ- 
ees — one of them the base of 
powerful Illinois House Speaker 
Michael Madigan — and that’s 19 
wards that represent roughly 
half of the city’s vote. 

To help build their ground 
games in those areas, Preckwin- 
kle and Lightfoot have competed 
for key endorsements from al- 
dermen and unions that have 
established organizations that 
can help them gain credibility 
with voters in those neighbor- 
hoods. With new support, how- 
ever, can come some political 
exposure. 

Hours after Lightfoot stood 
with Sposato and Napolitano 
and thanked the firefighters for 
being a “part of the important 
fabric of uplifting the quality of 
life in every neighborhood,” 
Preckwinkle made it an issue ina 
televised debate. 

“It’s interesting to note she 
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Latest moves 
underpin Cubs’ 


sense of urgency 


President Theo Epstein 
reinforced the team’s sense 

of urgency on Sunday. The Cubs 
designated reliever Brian 
Duensing for assignment and 
optioned 2015 first-round pick 
Ian Happ to Triple-A Iowa over 
the weekend. Chicago Sports 


ae Tom Skilling’s forecast High 40 Low27 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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